SOUTHERN SKYLAND REGIONAL HEALTH INSURANCE FUND
OPEN PUBLIC ORGANIZATION MEETING
JANUARY 14, 2020
3:45 PM

Meeting called to order by Executive Director.  The Open Public Meeting Notice was read into record.

ROLL CALL OF 2020 FUND COMMISSIONERS:
Brian Auger, Somerset County Library			Present
Geoffrey Soriano, Somerset County Parks Commission	Present
William Hyncik, Somerset County VoTech		Present
Sara Sooy, County of Somerset				Present

FUND PROFESSIONALS PRESENT:
Executive Director/Program Manager			PERMA Risk Management Services
								Emily Koval
								Brandon Lodics
								
Fund Attorney						Scholl, Whittlesey & Gruenberg, LLC
								Frank Whittlesey

Fund Treasurer						Yvonne Childress

Aetna								George Doyle
								Jessica Ortiz

Express Scripts						Ken Rostkowski
									
Fund Actuary						Michael Frank

Integrity Health						Angela Goldberg

ALSO PRESENT:
Brian Auger, Somerset County Library
John Lajewski, Conner Strong & Buckelew
Karen Kamprath, PERMA
Raelene Sipple, SCVTS
Arge Mardakis, Somerset County
Donna Mozet, County of Somerset
Paul Malarcher, County of Somerset
Diane Peterson, Conner Strong & Buckelew

Executive Director said a quorum of Fund Commissioner is present. She said an election of the executive committee will take place.  


MOTION TO NOMINATE WILLIAM HYNCIK AS CHAIR OF THE SOUTHERN SKYLAND REGIONAL HEALTH INSURANCE FUND:
 
			MOTION:			Commissioner Hyncik
			SECOND:			Commissioner Soriano
VOTE:	All in Favor

MOTION TO NOMINATE BRIAN AUGER AS SECRETARY OF THE SOUTHERN SKYLAND REGIONAL HEALTH INSURANCE FUND:
 
			MOTION:			Commissioner Hyncik
			SECOND:			Commissioner Soriano
VOTE:	All in Favor

Executive Director asked for a roll call of the 2020 Commissioners approving the slate of officers as presented: William Hyncik Chair, Brian Auger Secretary, Geoffrey Soriano Executive Committee and Sara Sooy Executive Committee 

ROLL CALL OF 2020 EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
William Hyncik, Fund Chair			Present
Brian Auger, Fund Secretary			Present
Geoffrey Soriano, Executive Committee 		Present
Sara Sooy, Executive Committee 			Present

EXECUTIVE DIRECTORS REPORT

FINANCIAL FAST TRACK as of November 30, 2019 – Executive Director said the Fast Track for the Commission will be included in the next few agendas.  She said there was a slight deficit year to date however the Fund basically broke even for November mainly due to the ESI rebates.  She said there is still another quarter of rebates due to the Fund. She said once the Audit is complete funds can start to be transferred from the Commission to the Fund. 

2020 ORGANIZATION RESOLUTIONS – Executive Director said the major action items for today are the organization resolutions. She noted Resolution 1-20 awards the professional contracts and compensation, Resolution 2-20 sets meeting dates and times, the Committee members discussed and agreed to change the meeting time to 12:00 pm, Resolution 3-20 sets for the Cash Management Plan and bank depositories for 2020, Resolution 4-20 is the 2020 Risk Management Plan which outlines the Commission’s stop loss limits, underwriting procedures, claim appeal processes, Resolution 5-20 adopts the broker fees for each entity, Resolution 6-20 authorizes the Treasurer to pay contract fees and expenses during the months that the Commission does not meet, Resolution 7-20 Designates the elected Secretary as the Custodian of Fund Records, Resolution 8-20 Designates the Courier News as the Official Fund Newspaper and Resolution 9-20 Designates the Authorized Signatories. This resolution is necessary for the bank account to be opened. William Hyncik, Nick Trasente and Yvonne Childress are recommended to be authorized signers.  The Commission bank account will remain open until it is entirely closed and all surpluses have been transferred to the new HIF account. 

MOTION TO APPROVE RESOLTUIONS 1-20 THROUGH 9-20 AS DISCUSSED:
 
			MOTION:			Commissioner Soriano
			SECOND:			Commissioner Auger
VOTE:	All in Favor

BYLAW AMENDMENT – Executive Director said submitted bylaws for the Southern Skyland Fund were approved by the State. A template previously approved by the State, the slate of Fund Professionals included an Executive Director and Program Manager, although these positions were under one contract in the Commission and remain the same in the Fund.  To maintain the structure established by the Commission, we recommend a bylaw amendment to memorialize the intent of the structure.  The proposed amendment wording and a sample resolution that each member will need to include on their next board meeting for approval was included in the Agenda. Executive Director said we seek approval from the Commissioners to introduce the amendment today, advertise and hold a hearing within 45 days to approve. She said 75% of the membership will need to approve in order to amend. Executive Director said a meeting can be held by phone in February once the resolutions are passed. 

MOTION TO INTORDUCE THE BYLAW AMENDMENT AS DISCUSSED:
 
			MOTION:			Chair Hyncik
			SECOND:			Commissioner Soriano
VOTE:	All in Favor


WEBSITE – Executive Director said the Southern Skyland Regional Health Insurance Fund regulatory website has been developed – www.southernskylandhif.com.  Meeting dates and Fund documents will be included.  There is a tab that will have all Somerset County Insurance Commission minutes and financial documents for regulatory purposes.

JANUARY INVOICES – Executive Director said the January invoices are in progress and all groups should receive them by mid-January.

CONTRACT AMENDMENTS – Executive Director said the Express Scripts and Coresource contracts have name change amendments to be signed at today’s meeting.  The Aetna contract will be forthcoming. 

PROGRAM MANAGER’S REPORT

ELIGIBILTY/ENROLLMENT
Please direct any eligibility, enrollment, or system related questions to our dedicated Southern Skyland Regional HIF team. The team can be reached by email at somersetctyinscom@permainc.com or by fax at 856-552-2175.  

MONTHLY BILLING
As a reminder, please be sure to check your monthly invoice for accuracy.  Please confirm the invoice detail as retro adjustments are limited to two months by the Fund’s policy. If you find a discrepancy, please report it to the Southern Skyland Regional HIF eligibility/enrollment team somersetctyinscom@permainc.com or by fax at 856-552-2175.  

SOUTHERN SKYLAND REGIONAL HEALTH INSURANCE FUND UPDATE
Program Manager said effective January 1, 2020 the Somerset County Insurance Commission became the Southern Skyland Regional Health Insurance Fund.  He said his team is actively working with The County and Integrity Health to develop a marketing strategy to introduce the new Fund to Risk Managers and eligible entities in the footprint. This plan will be outlined at future meetings.

Program Manager said there were no changes to member benefits or ID numbers but as a result of the new Fund name, members received new Aetna ID cards. He said they are currently working with Express Scripts to determine when new ID cards will be sent to prescription drug plan members.  

Program Manager said they are working on operational updates including updating the PERMA enrollment team email address. Until the address is updated please continue to use somersetctyinscom@permainc.com. 

MEDICARE ADVANTAGE UPDATES
Program manager said effective January 1st, Medicare eligible Somerset County retirees, spouses and dependents were transitioned into a United HealthCare Medicare Advantage plan. He said in the budget this reflected about $900,000 in savings. He thanked the County Employees and Ms. Peterson for their help with as successful transition. To date, approximately 95% of the eligible retirees have been moved into the new plan. 

CADILLAC TAX
Program Manager said The Cadillac Tax is now permanently repealed and will never go into effect. It was originally passed as an ACA provision to finance health care expansion and control the cost of health care. It’s estimated that the repeal of the Cadillac Tax will cost $200 billion over 10 years.
 
HEALTH INSURANCE TAX (HIT)
Program Manager said the HIT tax was originally effective beginning in 2015 but was under a moratorium for 2017 and 2019. Although the HIT is levied on insurers, the tax is passed through to employers and employees in the form of increased health insurance costs. The HIT is now permanently repealed as of January 1, 2021, however, the HIT will remain in effect for the 2020 plan year. It’s estimated that the repeal of the HIT will cost almost $151 billion over ten years.
 
PCORI
Program manager said the Patient-Centered Outcomes Research Institute (PCORI) fee was established as a part of the ACA to fund medical research. Insurers and employers with self-insured plans are subject to the fee. The last PCORI fee payment was expected to occur on July 31, 2019 (or July 31, 2020 for non-calendar year plans). The PCORI fee is not extended for another 10 years, which means employers with self-insured plans must continue paying the administratively burdensome PCORI fee. He said the cost to the Fund is approximately $10,000.

TREASURER – The Bills List was included in the Agenda. 

INTEGRITY HEALTH – Ms. Goldberg said the November 2019 utilization report is included in the Agenda. She said they are also extending their marketing efforts as discussed by the Program Manager. 

AETNA – Mr. Doyle reviewed the claims for November.  He also reviewed the dashboard and noted that the average speed of answer metric was not met for 2019.  He said this number has improved month by month from the beginning of 2019. Ms. Ortiz shared a success story from the Aetna in touch care program. 

EXPRESS SCRIPTS - Mr. Rostkowski said utilization has stabilized throughout 2019.  He said the Fund did pick up a new specialty patient in November. 

ATTORNEY – Fund Attorney swore in the Executive Committee and Officers

OLD BUSINESS - None

NEW BUSINESS – Michael Frank from Aquarius Capital introduced himself as the new Fund Actuary. 
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		MOTION TO ADJOURN:

			MOVED: 		Commissioner Soriano	  
			SECOND:	  	Commissioner Auger
			VOTE:			Unanimous
	
MEETING ADJOURNED: NEXT MEETING March 10, 2020
Minutes prepared by:
Karen Kamprath, Assisting Secretary 
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